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How long does it take Woolworths to change a 
lightbulb?

The answer surprisingly is four years. Well, not just any lightbulb, but 
the high energy incandescent ones that are sold in Woolworths’ 
stores. Woolworths has agreed to take all high energy consuming 
incandescent lightbulbs off its shelves by 2011, which seems a 
ridiculously long time given the urgency of climate change. 
Greenpeace staged a protest outside Woolworths’ London HQ as part 
of their campaign to get Woolwroths to take these inefficient 
lightbulbs off their shelves by 2008. Robin Oakley from Greenpeace 
said: “We're here to tell Woolworths that their customers want them 
to move a lot faster. Removing power crazy lightbulbs from the 
shelves should be a first, quick step on the road towards offering truly 
sustainable products across the board. Instead, Woolworths are doing 
the bare minimum, while most of their competitors are going much 
further.” For example, Currys have agreed to remove all high energy 
incandescent lightbulbs by 2007, Habitat by 2009, Sainsburys and 
Asda by 2010. 

Oakley added: "The scientists are telling us that we have less than ten years left to really drastically reduce our carbon dioxide 
emissions, but Woolworths are telling us that it takes four of those years to change a lightbulb. If the company really cares about 
offering their customers value for money they should only be selling CFL bulbs, which save households around £50 every 
single year.” Good point, but he problem is the cost of the CFL bulbs. For some people on low incomes, the initial cost of the 
energy efficient lightbulbs can be prohibitive. 

[Via The Guardian] 
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